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Cargo Container Requirements 
6800 Main Street, The Colony, Texas 75056 

*Phone 972-624-3158 

 
This outline of requirements is not all-inclusive, but serves as a guideline. 

Incomplete application submissions will delay the review process. 
 
Submission 

 Three (3) copies of site plans and complete set of drawings are required for plan review. Drawings shall be 
submitted with a completed permit application form.  

 Site plan shall include location of all existing buildings, parking spaces, and the size and location of the 
proposed cargo container(s).  In addition, the site plan shall show all slopes on the lot, as well as all slopes 
adjacent to the subject site. 

 Applicant shall provide a drawing showing all dimensions of the proposed building. 
 Location and distance from roof edge to property line shall be identified within the plans. 
 $50.00 non-refundable plan review fee, to be paid at time of application (will be deducted from the total permit 

fee). 
 All contractors shall be registered with the City. 
 Drawings shall be to scale, dimensioned and of sufficient clarity. 
 Lot size shall be included as well as the square footages of all existing and new buildings and structures. 

 

Cargo Container  

Definition 

Cargo Container is defined as a pre‐manufactured structure, of metal construction, that is 
delivered to a site as a fully contained unit.  This shall include a container that is designed as a 
shipping container and used for portable storage; but shall exclude storage sheds that are 
assembled at the site.  A cargo container, as defined herein, shall be considered a structure 
for purposes of the International Building Code. 

Location 

Shall be setback a minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line and five (5) feet from 
another cargo container or other structure.  Shall not block, obstruct, or reduce in any 
manner any required exits, windows, vent shafts, parking spaces, fire lanes, and/or access 
driveways.  Shall not be stacked on top of each other or on any other structure.  Shall be 
installed on a concrete or asphaltic concrete pad and/or slab which is maintained in a level 
and plumb condition with a maximum differential settlement to grade of two (2) inches. 

Restrictions 
Shall not be used to store hazardous materials.  Refuse and/or debris shall not be stored in, 
against, on or under the cargo container.  Shall not be used for human habitation. 

Materials 
Shall be constructed of steel or aluminum with a minimum 14‐gauge thickness, except for a 
wood floor within the metal shell. 

Screening 
Long Term Storage Cargo Containers shall be substantially screened from view from any other 
private property, public right of way, or street easement. 

Design 
Long Term Storage Cargo Containers shall be painted an earth tone color approved by the 
Development Services Director and shall not contain any names, logos, or other markings 
painted on, or otherwise attached to the exterior of the container. 

Maximum Dimensions 
Shall not exceed eight and one‐half (8 ½) feet in height, eight (8) feet in width and/or forty 
(40) feet in length. 

Maximum Timeframe 
Short Term Temporary Storage: Shall be established through a Specific Use Permit, but in no 
case shall exceed twelve (12) months in a three (3) year period. 
Long Term Storage: Shall be established through a Specific Use Permit. 

Permit  Required 

Fee  Yes, please refer to the Development Services Fee Schedule.

Utilities 
Shall not have any factory‐built or field applied electrical, plumbing, heating, or air 
conditioning systems.  The cargo container shall not be connected to a power system. 

 


