
August 12, 2013 

Dear Property Owner- 

 The City of The Colony has a partnership agreement with the US Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE) to assist with the oversight and management of mowing, underbrushing and other 

activities taking place on federal lands.  The guidelines and restrictions for these activities can 

be found in a full report on the USACE website at: 

www.swf-

wc.usace.army.mil/grapevine/PDF/ElmForkProjectMowingandUnderbrushingPermitGuidelines_2.

pdf 

Through our partnership agreement the City has been given the authority to issue annual 

mowing and under-brushing (See MUZ and MUZ/NSV below) permits, as well as irrigation permits 

for property owners who wish to mow USACE land or pump irrigation water from the lake.  The 

guidelines also allow re-establishment of wildlife habitat areas, which will be authorized under 

Habitat Management Zone (HMZ) permits. Following is a brief description of the types of permits 

that will be issued under these guidelines: 

Mowing and Underbrushing  Zone -(MUZ) :  An established horizontal distance (maximum of 50 

ft.) running perpendicular from the USACE property line and extending toward the shoreline 

whereby a permit may be obtained for mowing and removal of underbrush. These permits will 

also apply to mowing activities on city owned land. No mitigation is required for MUZ permits.  

Fee- $20/year 

 

Mowing and Underbrushing in a Narrow Shoreline Variance Area (MUZ/NSV):  Shoreline areas 

where the width of the majority of USACE ownership is less than 100 horizontal ft.  from private 

property lines to the normal pool elevation of 522. These areas are identified in the Elm Fork 

Project Mowing and Underbrushing Guidelines, or maps can be obtained by contacting the 

Parks and Recreation Dept. Administration at 972-624-3957. The NSV permits will require a one-

time mitigation fee for the environmental/natural resource losses caused by frequent mowing 

and clearing. The fees can be found in the USACE Mowing and Under-brushing Guidelines, and 

will be calculated prior to issuance of the permit.  

Fee- $25/year plus one-time mitigation fees  

 

Habitat Management Zone (HMZ):  The area between the MUZ and the shoreline specifically 

managed to maintain and improve habitat for various wildlife species, as well as provide 

ecologically adapted vegetative cover resistant to flood induced erosion. Mowing and 

underbrushing activities are generally not allowed in these areas. Groups or individuals may 

participate in plantings and low maintenance activities that will enhance the ecosystems for 

wildlife and natural erosion control in these areas. 

Fee- Free 
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Irrigation line Encroachments:  If an adjacent property owner wishes to use lake water for 

irrigation purposes (for their own property only) in which their irrigation line(s) will cross USACE 

property, they must first apply for and obtain a permit from Dallas Water Utilities (DWU) for use of 

lake water. A copy of the DWU permit along with an irrigation plan identifying where the lines 

and pumps will encroach on Federal lands, must be submitted to the City in order to obtain an 

irrigation line permit and license agreement from the Corps. 

Fee - $20/year 

 

A combination MUZ/NSV/Irrigation permit may be obtained for a reduced annual fee of $35. 

 

The City and USACE will be available to help affected parties understand the limitations and 

activities that can take place on public lands, as well as the process for obtaining permits. The 

above guidelines will also apply to any city owned land adjacent to private properties. A site 

plan must be submitted by the resident applying to do any of these activities to the Parks and 

Recreation Dept. for consideration of approval for each of these permits. Please feel free to 

contact any of the following with questions: 

Pam Nelson,  

The Colony Community Services Director  

972-624-3958 

pnelson@thecolonytx.gov  

 

Eve Morgan 

The Colony Park Development Manager 

972-624-3956 

emorgan@thecolonytx.gov  

 

US Army Corps of Engineers 

469-645-9100 

 

We appreciate your cooperation and assistance in adhering to the USACE guidelines for 

mowing, underbrushing, and other activities on Federal lands. 

 

Sincerely- 

 

 

Pam Nelson 

Community Services Director 

City of The Colony 
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Procedures for Completing the Mowing, Underbrushing, and  

Habitat Management Permit Application for USACE Property 

 

 

1. Go to http://maps.google.com or the City’s website map viewer, 

http://gismap.cityofthecolony.com/website/imap/viewer.htm , and find the satellite or 

aerial view of your property. Zoom in on your house and property so it can be seen 

clearly along with the adjacent Corps property for which you are requesting the permit.  

 

2. Print this off and clearly mark the Corps property that you wish to maintain, manage 

habitat, or cross with an irrigation line. Please show dimensions and provide details of 

what you want to do on the map.( Note- you may only apply for areas adjacent to your 

property.) 

 

3. Fill out the permit application, and bring it with the map to the Parks & Rec. Dept. Admin. 

Office, 5151 N. Colony Blvd.- in the Community Center Building-(south entrance). In order 

to expedite the process, please contact Pam (972-624-3958) or Eve (972-624-3956) to 

review the application and discuss requirements for the activity you are requesting. 

Appointments are between  9 AM-5 PM, Mon.-Fri. 

 

4. PARD will coordinate with the Corps to determine the amount of mitigation fees you will 

be required to pay, if applicable. Anyone living in an NSV area will be required to pay 

mitigation fees, or may opt to improve the habitat (planting approved trees, grasses) at 

a value equal or greater to the mitigation fees. 

 

5. Payment of permit and mitigation fees must be submitted with the application for 

processing. If plantings are to be done in lieu of mitigation fees, and the timing of the 

permit request is not during preferred planting seasons, or must be delayed for other 

reasons, a separate agreement will be required. 

 

6. Once the paperwork is processed by PARD, it will be sent to the Development Services 

Dept. for issuance of the permit. Please allow at least 5 working days to complete the 

process.  

 

If you have any questions about the permit application and process, please contact Pam 

Nelson or Eve Morgan at the numbers in item #3 above 
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